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bon and worked dosely with the manuscdpt in Special Collec-

tions. | calculated the and bled an overview of

the 78 page manuscﬂpt and its 665 redpes calculating the
I

d the iptin terms of p

and used these to compare to other sources.

e e i s HAEHTICE) and contextual study and pamal electronlc edmon

tated. The former were significant in showing the book’s struc-
ture and the sel p with ions proving use
and its function as a ref d The page

p d an organised llterary ication, while the 67
recipes attri dto 41 howed collaborati

ication. Both ill d the ipt'si ion to

provide a space for the sharing of ideas and domestic advice,
particularly for a female audience. | also studied the paleogra-
phy of the manuscnp! Al Ieast 6 hands can be |denlrf|ed

1684-6.
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and church, Wallington Hall and Hartburn church. | wanted to
root the text geographically in order to und d its cultural
and national significance; | was partly successful, as | found re-
cords of many of the families and links between them, though it
was impossible to track down individuals precisely, particularly
women.

Engaging with the local nature of the document demonstrated
the collab ion of the local y in the text, and | lo-
cated many of the names referenced in the Northumberland
area. Finding similarities and parallels with other sources also
showed the book's significance as part of a wider movement,
discussion and genre.

| visited London to study several manuscripts in the Wellcome
and British libraries. | undertook a detailed comparison with 4
manuscripts and found common features in structure and con-
tent, which was useful in placing the Jane Loraine manuscript
in context. | also looked at printed cook books, commonplace
books and herbals, and the similarities demonstrated the over-
laps with other genres. In London | also visited Chelsea Physic
Garden which showed similar uses of herbs, showing commu-
nication and consensus.

| engaged with cmlcal as well as hlstoncal oontext through my

piled an ar graphy and -
place book of relevant quotations, suppomng my primary re-
search. | created a body of work to return to in future and a pos-
sible basis for further research. | also attended a conference
and will participate in a MEMS conft on 25th N b
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In order to locate the cookbook and its contributors | visited
Tyne and Wear Northumberland archives, Kirkharle courtyard

Bk

|A\@5ex | Catherine Alexander

English Literature B.A.
080524188
herine.alexander@ tle.ac.uk

+ To learn more about seventeenth-century

domesticity and the roles of women, using an
original and unique source.

+ To discern the significance of this manu-
script and fit it into the context of Early
Modern manuscript culture, as well as current
critical research.

+ To make the manuscript accessible to
others.

Conctision

This research is another piece in the jigsaw to-
wards creating a picture of the social and cultural
history of domesticity and its literary representa-
tion.

Studies of this manuscript have shown:

« the collaborative nature of this text, through
contribution and attribution. This also shows the
local ity (and larger national trends of
domestic documentation) and demonstrates the
communication between Early Modern women.

+ the complexity of generic definition and the
overlaps with other forms, such as herbals.
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This work is timely in its
studies and debate about early
provides a local example of a |
and communication of ideas, as
the collection of th
previously written about.
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writing, and suggests a grenbr degree of irndpm
for early modern women. The text shows amhbr\ty’ﬂ
and expertise in significant medical as vull as
mestic concerns. The involvement of men is mime
with their role as contributors only making up 3%

of the text. The book is firmly attributed to
woman and the advice cahufg(

p),,

bridity between literary and non-literary spaces,
well as between public and private roles. The 3
manuscript demonstrates hybridity of genre and
subject mamar. as food and medicine overlap and
the woman'’s d tic role is thus licate
The collaborative nature of the text, which is tyaf*.
cal in Ihls fonn dispels praconeeived noﬂom of g

ies emphaslse the collaboration, commmity com-
munication and continuity of this unique manu-
script.

A N(\,»(\.)MN(\.?.OO

5

.

AN NI AT A2



